
Notes from Parent Council Working Meeting 
Wednesday, September 24th, 2014 
 
Attendees: 
 Ruth Trode, Sonja Pierce, April Shaver, Amy Pardue, Gail Laurence, Megan 
Aikman, Brigette Beahre, Heather Ward (faculty rep), Kim Harr, Carolyn Thomas, and 
Julie Jordan 
 

1. Appoint Secretary and Vice President 
April Shaver was appointed Secretary after being nominated by Sonja 
Pierce.  She gave a short description of herself.  Upon beginning to 
appoint a Vice President there was discussion about whether these 
positions should be opened to the entire school before appointing and 
making everything transparent with the community.  Sonja Pierce and Gail 
Laurence declared interest in the VP position and both gave short speeches 
about why they wanted/thought they’d be a good fit for the position.  Amy 
Pardue nominated Gail Laurence and April Shaver nominated Sonja 
Pierce.  By 3 to 2 vote Sonja Pierce was appointed the Vice President.  
Treasurer position is still available and is being opened up to the Mountain 
Phoenix community in the upcoming Weekly Flyer.  Description of 
position and requirements will be posted as well as request for “letter of 
intent” of those interested. 

 
2.  Lantern Walk 

Carolyn was present to present information and discuss options for the 
upcoming Lantern Walk.  She would like to have it off campus this year to 
share the “light” with the community.  Crown Hill and Fruitdale parks 
were discussed.  Crown Hill could be too dark (especially for those who 
are not familiar with it).  Fruitdale park is a nice option since it truly is our 
community.  It also provides the ability to have 1 Lantern walk with the 
entire ECE – 2nd graders rather than dividing them into two groups.  
Several members of the Parent Council will meet with Carolyn around 
2:45pm on Thursday, September 25, 2014 to check out the area and 
discuss route/set up options.  It was discussed having the older children 
take a longer route and the younger children take a shorter route and end 
in the same place.  Brigette Beahre will reserve the park pavilion if it is 
confirmed that’s where the walk will take place.  
 
There was discussion about how to teach parents the songs so they could 
sing along with the children.  Having a teacher and student sing it and post 
to YouTube was an option.  It was also discussed whether to mix parents 
and children or have the children of each class all together with parents 
following behind.   
 
The importance of a reverent/quiet event was discussed and important to 
many.  Having food was discussed however the majority felt like it would 



turn it into a social event and thus taking away from the peacefulness that 
was meant to occur.  However, it may be possible to have a fundraiser at 
Chipotle on the night of the Lantern Walk.  Ruth Trode is going to find out 
if it’s possible to move the Chipotle fundraiser to Friday, November 14th, 
the evening of the Lantern Walk. 

 
3.  Community Dance update:  

Heather Ward discussed problems/changes to be made for next time as 
well as money made.  They made $200 from food sales and $78 from 
apples smashing.  Clean-up needs to be done evening of event as the 
campus needs to be clean when children/families arrive the next morning.  
Clean up cannot be happening when families are arriving.  Problem with 
popcorn spilling and not being able to keep up with demand.  Suggestion 
was made to pop some the day of and store it so you are ahead of the 
game.  Popcorn maker needs to be attached to the cart.  Salmon burgers 
took too long to cook but could because of being low on propane.  There’s 
one grill broken.  Will charge more for food next time.   

 
4. Harvest Festival 

Still need volunteers in every area but especially set up and clean up.  
Discussion around getting teachers to send out 1 last email to get parents 
excited and involved and include sign up links.  Discussion around being 
able to hear during the Michaelmas pageant.  Discussion around how to 
remind parents to pick up their belongings after event (i.e. crock pot).  
Possibly make an announcement via mic, however use of mic has been 
discouraged.  Laura and staff will perform 2 puppet shows, 5pm and 
5:30pm.  Will be held in Laura’s classroom so only 50 people per 
showing.  Recess bell will be used at 3:20 to call children over for the 
pageant.  Ruth is going to talk to Sandra about putting links for sign-ups 
on MPCS website.   

 
5. Fun Run 

All call put out by Brigitte was a great idea.  Sign up about 50% full.  
Additional discussion around getting the community pumped up and 
involved in festivals and fundraisers. 

 
6. Fundraisers 

Chipotle 64th and Ward – November 19th (unless moved to the 14th for the 
Lantern Walk)   

 
7.  Funds 

Ruth needs to know how much money has been spent so far for the 
Harvest Festival.  Discussion around determining the overall funds needed 
for all Parent Council events.  Ruth would like everyone to help come up 
with a comprehensive list and budget for the Parent Council.  Discussion 
around what is under Foundation and what is under Parent Council with 



recent changes.  Discussion around how to provide more financial 
assistance to families in need (i.e. covered ECE expenses, field trips, etc).  
Everyone would like Parent Council to be able to provide a scholarship 
fund, however overall consensus that we need to figure out our budget for 
festivals first.  Amy Pardue expressed that she would like to see more 
money go to classrooms.   

 
8. Other 

Other things discussed were the Holiday Bazaar.  There will be puppet 
show(s) but they will be charged for and money will go the Laura’s class.  
If Elf Shop happens money will be split between ECE and 8th grade.  It is 
up the ECE staff if they want the Elf Shop or not.  The will be a Steiner 
Books booth at the Bazaar and there was discussion around pre-ordering 
the top 5 books per grade level to have on hand as well as other books as 
examples, however, anything additional would be orders being placed at 
the Bazaar to arrive at a later date.   
 
Skate City fundraiser on Halloween.  Discussion between having a parade 
that day at school with costumes or just having everything over at Skate 
City since it is a Friday and school dismisses at 1:30pm.  Possible parade 
at the end of the day, then straight to skate city 2pm-4pm.  Karen and 
faculty have shared that they would like to see rhythm from year to year 
on how festivals and fundraisers take place.  
 
 


