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The Season of Summer 
by Kelly Morrow, Director of Education  

As the sunlight continues to increase and the nights become shorter, the 

promise of the new life born in the spring comes to fruition in the summer.  

The flowers are blossoming, bees are buzzing, and fruits are ripening. We 

may taste the sweetness of a summer crop of strawberries or gaze upon 

the growing fields of grains.   

We have endeavored to hold our light and strength with courage from the 

season of autumn, traveled through the darkness of winter, and 

experienced the promise of rebirth and renewal in spring.  At the height 

of summer, the counter to the depths of winter, the earth is breathing out 

toward the heavens. The heavens, in turn, radiate warmth and light 

toward us.   

Mark Your  
Calendar  

Check out our web site for more 
info on each event: 

www.mountainphoenix.org

Mountain Phoenix Community School Quarterly 

Registration  
Thursday, August 4  
2:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, August 5 

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

Stewardship Day & 
Secondhand Sale 

Saturday, September 17   Harvest Festival 
Saturday, September 24 

Fun Run  
Friday, October 7 

 

http://www.mountainphoenix.org
http://www.mountainphoenix.org


Ancient traditions at midsummer often included celebrations around a great bonfire with dance 

and music, a time of growth, life and purification. Nowadays, many enjoy time outdoors with family 

and friends at a barbecue or bonfire. Others venture to the water to swim, boat, or fish. Some 

experience the joy of nature through gardening or hiking. Young and old spend time on a warm 

summer’s night gazing at the stars and wondering at our connection to them.   

The warmth of the life of summer, in all of its 

expansion, engenders the seed for the future.  

Summer is also a time for self-awareness of the 

imperfections of humankind, a time to rectify the 

inevitable errors that have occurred. We can 

reassess and rebalance ourselves through this. In 

recognizing who we truly are, we can gather 

strength infused with warmth to put to good use 

into the future — for ourselves, for others, and 

for the world.  

At MPCS, we, of course, take a moment to 

breathe out in the season of summer, allowing 

the time and space for all to enjoy the gifts of nature in the outdoors. We wish all of you a relaxing 

and adventurous summer! We look forward to reconnecting as we return to school in August.   

Save the Date 

MPCS Secondhand Sale  
Saturday, September 17 

Dress-code appropriate 

clothes, Waldorf toys, 

books, treats, and more! 

More details coming soon. 

Reuse | Recycle | Reduce 

Seedlings: Parent and Child Classes  
We are thrilled to announce that Seedlings will be 
starting in the fall. In a nutshell: 

  *  There will be fall, winter, and spring semesters. 
  *  Children ages 18 to 36 months will meet 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon on Mondays and/or 

Thursdays. 
  *  Infants (not yet walking) will meet 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. 

Classes will include handwork and artwork for parents, healthy snacks, 
parent education, stories, circles, and free play. 

Sign up by completing the application form and returning it to Sara in the 
Main Office along with a $20 registration fee. More info here: 

www.mountainphoenix.org/seedlings 



 
The first book Ms. Drews 
read as a parent: 
Lifeways is about children, about 

family life, and about being a 
parent. But most of all it is about 

freedom―and how the tension 
between personal fulfillment and 

family life may be resolved.

An Auntie Joy favorite:  
You Are Your Child’s First Teacher was 

the first book in America to popularize 
the insights of Rudolf Steiner, founder 

of the Waldorf schools, regarding the 
develop-mental needs of young 

children. This revised and updated 
edition offers new ways for parents 

and educators to enrich the lives of 
children from birth to age six.

Summer Reading Recommendations 

Parent recommendation: 
Written by a teacher with more than 
2 5 y e a r s o f e x p e r i e n c e , 
Understanding Waldorf Education 
offers a jargon-free view of Waldorf 
education and its philosophy of the 
importance of a three-dimensional 
educa t ion . Th rough lea r n ing 
experiences that involve all of the 
senses, children use a variety of 
intelligences to develop thought, 
feeling, and intentional, purposeful 
activity.

Congratulations to Our Amazing Fourth/Fifth Grade Orchestra, Cello Ensemble, and Conductor! 

MPCS' fourth and fifth grade orchestra and our middle school cello 

ensemble both recently earned gold ratings (97 out of 100) at Elitch 

Gardens' Professionally-Adjudicated Music Competition. 

Mr. Perez shared that the judges said our cello ensemble was the 

best they had seen this year and even asked them for an encore 

performance after listening to their 17-minute competition piece! 

    Mr. Perez, our AMAZING orchestra teacher, also won an Outstanding Conductor Award!



Thank YOU Mountain Phoenix Community School! 

The MPCS Foundation would like to thank EVERYONE who supported our    

school with monetary donations during the 2015-2016 school 

year. Big or small, EVERY donation counts and adds to the 

experience our school is able to offer our children. It is 

only because of your generosity that we were able to raise 

$147,000 through our three core fundraisers: 

• Fun Run — $32,000 

• Annual Give — $70,000 

• Auction  — $45,000 

With these donations, we were able to help fund: 

• Professional development and Waldorf training for our faculty 

• Classroom-specific purchases and enrichment 

• Architectural plans needed for Jeffco bond request 

• Capital improvements to our campus 

MPCS 5th Annual Auction: Come Fly With Us 

The MPCS auction on April 9 was a HUGE success! Approximately 200 

people were able to join us for this wonderful event. It: 

▪ Was an amazing location, thanks to Mountain Aviation 

▪ Featured fabulous food, thanks to Greenwood Village Cafe, 

Boulder Ice Cream, and Cocomels 

▪ Provided FUN entertainment, thanks VonDisco, Blue Shutterbox, 

and Affordable Auctioneering 

And the fundraising efforts were phenomenal! In all, we brought in more than 

$45,000! 

▪ $12,500 in Silent Auction and Baskets 

▪ $13,000 in Live Auction 

▪ $13,000 via Paddle Raises and Monetary Donations 

▪ $6,000 in Ticket Sales and Corporate Sponsorships 

▪ $1,250 (so far) in our Post-Event Sales and Online Auction 

We would especially like to recognize the following corporate sponsors 

whose financial support made this event possible: Colorado Cleanup 

Corporation, Unified Health Group, Handmade by Leah, Stella & Dot by 

Carla Mead, Lakota Skye, Conundrum Technologies, ArcWest Architects, Hip 

Violet, Talulah Jones, and Discover Real Estate by Tammy Breeser. 

Our Corporate  
Auction Sponsors



• The middle school was completed, two new ECE classrooms were constructed, and 
a modern furnace was installed. 

• Improvements were made to secure the property for the general safety of the 
students, including gates and fences around our perimeter and alarm upgrades in 
the main building. More security upgrades are coming, including a new remote 
access system for the Admin Building front door. 

Let’s Celebrate! 2015-2016 MPCS Accomplishments

Facilities  
Improvements:

• Debt/lease service is 13.2% in 2015-16 and projected to be 13.5% in 2016-17. 
• All expenses outside of salary, benefits, and debt service equal 77.5% of the 

budget.

Strong 
Financials:

• Enhanced our larger community relationships, especially with JeffCo and the Wheat 
Ridge City government other local agencies. 

Enhanced 
Community 
Relationships: 

• MPCS joined a pilot being conducted by the Alliance for Public Waldorf Education 
to create the steps for membership for recognition as a Public Waldorf School. In 
this work, we created and submitted a self study of our school that culminated with 
a site team visit and report on the status of our school. The site team offered 
commendations for our work and also recommendations for next steps for 
development.

Made Significant 
Progress 
Towards Being 
Recognized as a 
Public Waldorf 
School:

• The faculty has had many opportunities for professional development this year, 
including a mentoring plan for new teachers; guidance for our music department 
from Jason Childs, Music Director of Emerson Waldorf School; guidance from Kim 
John Payne on restorative discipline and guidance; and an interactive experience with 
Elan Leibner of the Pedagogical Section Council of North America on the principles, 
practices, and innovation within Waldorf Education. 

Robust 
Professional 
Development for 
the Faculty: 

• The mission and vision of our school were updated to reflect our values and the 
principles of Waldorf Education. 

• A curriculum summary and standards were adopted to reflect our current educational 
philosophy and approach. 

• Over 15 Introduction to Waldorf talks have been conducted for current and 
prospective families to have a better understanding of our educational philosophy.   

• We expanded the parent enrichment offerings for our community to include a book 
study and monthly presentations on various aspects of our curriculum and philosophy.  

Strengthened 
School Culture 
and Identity: 

• The faculty has been learning and piloting new tools for Restorative Discipline and 
Guidance. 

Implemented 
Restorative 
Discipline and 
Guidance: 



Governing Council Updates 

Farewell to Council Members Kyle Schurter, Nathan Ballenger, & Julian Tonsmiere 

A heartfelt thank you to Kyle Schurter, member 2012-2016, whose second term will be up in June. Kyle 
served as President of the Governing Council during the 2014-2015 school year, was Master Planning 

Chair, and always brought a voice of reason to the Council, which was instrumental during times of 
significant transition for the school. Nathan Ballenger will be ending his term in June, a member from 

2014-2016, he served as the School Accountability Committee Chair, and his passion and knowledge of 
Waldorf Education will be greatly missed. Julian Tonsmiere served a 1-year vacant seat, also ending in 

June. He was an active member on the Finance Committee, Chair of the Master Planning Committee, 
and member of an Ad-Hoc Committee to research a Sliding Scale initiative for ECE families. We wish 

them all well in their new adventures and are forever grateful for their dedicated service.  

Annual Meeting   

On May 7, the Governing Council held its Annual Meeting. Highlights are as follows: 

Director of Education. The Director of Education, Kelly Morrow, shared the collaborative rewriting of 
the school’s mission and vision statements. She discussed the process of being part of the pilot 

program for the Alliance for Public Waldorf Education, and how it will affect our planning for the future. 
Being a leader in the Public Waldorf movement is a strategic goal of the school, and this work was 

monumental in making the goal a reality. She also shared a shift that she has observed over the last six 
months regarding families who come to the “Intro to Waldorf” talks prior to enrollment, as well as 

people who are inquiring about employment opportunities. 

Director of Operations. Dirk Angevine was not present due to an illness but prepared a presentation 

on the school’s financials, which have significantly improved over the last two years. He also shared 
improvement upgrades that have been made to the safety of the campus, particularly with finishing the 

gates in the back near the middle school, and plans to secure the front door of the admin building.  

Foundation Report. The Foundation President, John Kaltenbach, shared that the Foundation raised a 

total of $147,000 for the 2015-2016 school year. The Foundation recently signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Governing Council that clearly articulates the role of each body and how 

fundraising money will be managed, reported, and spent. The Foundation is currently working with the 
Governing Council to set spending priorities for the money that was raised this year. The Foundation is 

looking for a few more philanthropists to join their board of directors for the 2016-2017 school year. If 
you are interested, please contact John Kaltenbach at foundation@mountainphoenix.org. 

Parent Council Report. Vice President, Monica Benway, shared that Parent Council had a robust year of 
Parent Enrichment talks with something offered for parents every month of the school year. She 

highlighted that Kim John Payne’s visit had the best turnout. She also shared that Parent Council helped 
the school cultivate volunteerism and community by helping organize and fund all school festivals, from 

Harvest Festival to May Faire. Parent Council is a wonderful way to get involved in the life of the school. 
Interested in volunteering? Please contact Monica Benway at parentcouncil@mountainphoenix.org. 

mailto:foundation@mountainphoenix.org
mailto:foundation@mountainphoenix.org


President’s Report. Jeff Wilhite, Governing Council President, commended Ms. Morrow on her 
leadership of the school over the last year. He discussed legislative bills that will affect charter schools, 
his involvement on the District Accountability Committee, and the District Facilities Committee.   

Master Planning Report. Kyle Schurter shared the construction drawings for the proposed multi-use 
room that would be an extension of the middle school, on the rocky area where the students play wall 
ball. The room will have a stage for performances and a large movable seating area. It would also serve 
as a gymnasium. The school is hoping to receive funds through a district bond to pay for this addition.   

Marketing Communications Report. Nicole Dominic and Brigitte Johnston shared activities of the 
Marketing Communication Committee. Instead of spending high dollar amounts on collateral pieces, 
the marketing committee has tried to give back to the community in meaningful ways while also getting 
our name out. One of the ways they are doing so is by displaying student artwork at the Standley Lake 
Library for the entire month of June (make sure you stop by over the summer!). This year the committee 
launched the new school website, which hosts important school information in an easy to find format, 
and distributed the school’s first alumni survey to students who have graduated from MPCS and are now 
sophomores in high school. They will collect data over the summer and share the results in the fall.  

Policy Task Force. Gina Schley presented the status of school policies and the work that has been done 
over the year to ensure the school has replacement policies for all automatically waived state and district 
policies.  All school policies go through a process of two reads which gives the community adequate 
time to read proposed policy and provide comments prior to adoption.   Community input in decision 
making is important to MPCS, so please send your comments on proposed policies to 
board@mountainphoenix.org or make a public comment during a regular meeting.   Proposed policies 
can be found in the Governing Council meeting packets found on the school dropbox.  

School Accountability Report. Melissa Kaltenbach presented the results of the Parent Survey which can 
be found on the school dropbox. 156 people took the survey which represents 26% of the MPCS 
community. Some of the recommendations that came from the survey are as follows: 
• During teacher work week, prior to school starting, faculty discussion regarding dress code and 

behavior policies (and any other policies requiring collaborative enforcement between 
administration and faculty).    

• Administrators publish/communicate “office hours” when there will be consistent times for 
availability. 

• Develop culture of respect for all talents/strengths brought by diverse faculty members. 
• Assess programmatic needs in MS. 
• Use a microphone at large events.  
• Add more detail about how people can participate and volunteer in the Weekly Reporter. 
• At Back to School Night communicate updates to policies and security, communicate chain of 

command to follow when issues or concerns arise, communicate expectations around drop-off/pick-
up/parking (and parents respect what is communicated). 

Thank you to all who participated in the survey.  Your voice makes a difference! 

Meet the Candidates. Two candidates came forward for the election of Governing Council 
Representatives: Sarah Landreth and Reina Bach, both parents of MPCS students. There was a 30-
minute Q&A session followed by voting. The election results will be announced by the end of May. 

mailto:board@mountainphoenix.org
mailto:board@mountainphoenix.org


Greek Pentathlon

Thank you to Maia Larkin for the photos.



Grandparents Day  
&  

May Faire

Thank you to Maia Larkin and Heather Lee for the photos.



Harvest 
Festival, 
mixed-age 
music concerts, 
parent 
enrichment, 
clothing bank, 
book clubs, first/
eighth grade buddies, 
Winter Market, 
volunteerism, fundraising, 
Phoenix Families, Stewardship 
Days

Tapestry of 
parent 
enrichment 
events and 
classroom 
evenings to 
support the 
parenting 
journey and 
deepen 
knowledge of 
Waldorf 
education. 

“A healthy social 
life is found 

only, when in 
the mirror of 
each soul the 
whole 
community 
finds its 
reflection, 
and when in 

the whole 
community the 

virtue of each 
one is living.” - 

Rudolf Steiner 

How MPCS Practices Community

Grandparents’ Day ECE community lunch at Sunflower Farm

Stewardship Day Lantern Walk

We have worked together to bring 
clarity to our mission, vision, and goals 

by updating and creating bylaws and 
policies that work towards defining the function 

and responsibility of the community’s interdependent 
parts and their contribution to the whole.

Community 
Why Community Is a Core Value

We live in community so that our children may flourish.

How MPCS Leadership Demonstrates Community
MPCS leadership creates an environment of trust by listening and responding 

to our community’s needs; supporting healthy interactions; continuing to deepen 
and expand our understanding of the principles inspired by Waldorf education; 
and making clear the function and responsibility of its interdependent parts and 

their contribution to the whole.

How YOU Can Demonstrate Community
You can take a deep interest in the people around you;  create a space of 

hospitality and cultivate new relationships; actively participate by 
listening with intent to understand; and express your feelings and 

needs constructively. You can commit to study and self-
growth to support the mission of our community.

A strong 
culture of 
giving, 
sharing, 
support, and 
gratitude 
seen 
everyday in 
big and small 
ways.

The vision of Mountain Phoenix Community School is to prepare 
students to lead in the world as resourceful, courageous, and 
compassionate global citizens who will take initiative to bring healthy 
change to their communities through conscious, informed, and 
independent thinking while empowering others                                                        
to do the same.



History: The Waldorf Way 
by  Josh  Anander,  seven th  g rade  c lass room teacher

I fell in love with history as an academic subject as an adult. Studying history, philosophy, and political 

science allowed me to peer into the minds of people who lived long before me in cultures far different 

from mine. Even still, those thoughts and writings play integral roles in the world of today.   

However, if I really look back on my childhood and youth, it is obvious that I had a love for history even 

then. From the myths of Ancient Egypt to the myths of Ancient Greece, I was fascinated by the tales and 

stories of times long gone. Over time, I lost that love of history as my education became more about 

facts and figures than concepts and people. Once I became a teacher, I wanted to instill in my students 

that same love and respect for history I had as a child. It allowed me to see the big picture. How great 

would it be to help students see that big picture as well? But what happened to me as a child, I 

observed, was also happening to my students. Where was the disconnect? What was I doing wrong? 

Children love to explore ancient worlds and civilizations. Why was history not connecting with them? 

In seventh grade, students dive into the history 
of the Renaissance, Reformation, and the Age of 
Exploration. A pivotal year of development for 
the students as they embark on puberty, each of 
these time periods mirrors an element of what 
they are experiencing inwardly. The Age of 
Exploration and Reformation demonstrate the 
rewards that come from struggle and 
exploration. The Renaissance celebrates a 
change in consciousness that values curiosity 
and  self-expression.



I had never heard of Waldorf education prior to 

interviewing for a position at Mountain Phoenix. A 30-

minute interview turned into a two-hour philosophical 

conversation about education. What hooked me 

almost immediately was the reverence and importance 

placed on the role of history and storytelling in the 

curriculum. 

One may wonder, “Are there key experiences in history 

that are as essential as the alphabet is for the formation 

of word?”  Waldorf education identifies two areas of 

study in the story of the human being and then 

explores the relationship between the two: history and 

geography. Through experiences in art, movement, 

music, drama, observation, and writing, students come 

to an understanding of the geography of an area and 

how human beings interacted and lived in the area, as 

history unfolded over time. 

Grades 4 & 5 
In the earlier grades, students first encounter stories of 

various cultures through myth and legend. Typically, 

each grade focuses on specific cultures, such as Norse 

mythology in fourth grade and Ancient Egyptian and 

Greek mythology in fifth. 

Fifth grade marks a moment of transition within the 

curriculum, as students shift from studying ancient 

mythology to recorded history. They culminate the year 

with the stories of Alexander the Great and other 

historical figures.  

Fourth grade class play inspired by Norse Mythology 

Mixed-media depiction of Norse God, Thor

5th grade Pentathlon, culmination of studies of Ancient 
Greece 



Students also begin to understand where they live within the natural world through geography. The 

curriculum begins with exploring where they are now — within their school, town, and country. Through 

map making and observation, they come to understand where they exist in the world, first locally, then 

more globally, in an ever-expanding awareness of the world. 

Middle School 

From Ancient Rome and the Middle Ages in sixth grade, followed by the Renaissance and Reformation in 

seventh grade, the journey through human history culminates in Middle School with the Enlightenment 

and Revolutions in eighth grade. Events and biographies of figures in history are chosen that resonate 

with the developmental age of the students on their own journey towards adulthood. The study of 

geography also expands beyond North America to other continents including Asia, Europe, and South 

America. 

Finally, after years of trying, I saw children embrace history in the way it was presented. Humanity is a 

result of the past. And, little by little, the bigger picture begins to emerge. 

Above sixth grade students punctuate their studies of 
Ancient Rome by marching as the Romans did. To the 
right, they engaged in jousting matches to experience the 
Medieval Ages. The block on the Medieval Ages 
culminates in the Medieval Games, an unforgettable 
experience for MPCS sixth grade students.



Rube Goldberg 
Projects 
by Olivia Macleod and Abby Breeser 

 
This year we had the challenge of building a 

Rube Goldberg machine. A Rube Goldberg 

machine is a complex machine that does a 

simple task.  

In order for the project to be complete, it 

must use all six simple machines: 

• lever 

• inclined plane 

• wedge 

• pulley 

• screw 

• wheel and axle 

This type of machine was created by Reuben 

Garrett Lucius Goldberg.  

All the seventh grade had to complete the 

project. We had three months to do this 

project. Some people were stressed out, but 

the majority finished. Students had the 

option to take woodshed as an elective and 

finish their projects with Mr. Mason.  

There were many beautiful projects done. 

Along with the construction of the project, 

we had to do a presentation board and an 

oral presentation. The day before spring 

break, we presented our projects to the 

whole school. 

All in all, these Rube Goldberg projects were 

a great experience. It was a great learning 

experience, and asked to do it again, we 

would accept the challenge enthusiastically.  



“The 

hardest 

thing was 

presenting 

to other 

students 

because my 

machine 

didn’t work 

that time. 

Now, it 

“Once you have the plan 

done, it's really fun to put 

everything together and 

cut wood. My dad helped 

with the dangerous stuff. 

I did the rest!”

“It gave me something 

to do. It’s my first year. 

I thought it was going 

to be really hard but it 

was fun and easy. “

“I had an 

idea and 

drew it out 

and made 

it happen.”

Thank you to David Lynn Photography 


