
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAM POLICY  

 
This policy was approved by the Governing Council on February 18, 2018. 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this policy is to provide an overview of Mountain Phoenix Early Childhood programs. The Preschool program is a fully 
tuition-based program while most of the Kindergarten program is subsidized by Jefferson County Public School District (JCSD).  
 
Preschool Program 
Mountain Phoenix offers a joyful, nurturing setting in our preschool that inspires the imagination through creative play, storytelling, puppetry,                   
music, movement, and art. This program is open to children who will be 3 or 4 years (see Enrollment Policy for birthday guidelines). Emphasis                        
is placed on the healthy development of the physical body through practical activities that include handwork, crafts, baking, cooking,                   
gardening, sweeping, digging, nature walks, and plenty of time outdoors. Responsibility for self and others is encouraged through attention to                    
sharing, caring, and taking care of our Preschool classroom and play yard. The rich foundations of written language and literacy are                     
established with an emphasis on the oral traditions of storytelling, puppetry, and song. The foundations of mathematics are nurtured through                    
rhythmic movement, music and the practical activities of cooking, sewing, gardening, and carpentry. Attention to, and care of, the natural                    
world and its beauty lay a healthy foundation for more precise scientific explorations in the later years. 
 
Preschool Program Options and Cost 
Mountain Phoenix offers the following program options. For current pricing, see ECE contract. 

 
● PreK 5 Full Days 8:30-3:15  
● PreK 5 Half Days 8:30-12:30  
● PreK M, W, F: Full Days 8:30-3:15  
● PreK Tue and Thur: Full Days 8:30-3:15  

Kindergarten Program 
All Mountain Phoenix Kindergarteners must meet the criteria for enrollment stated in the Student Enrollment Policy. The Kindergarten is a                    
play-based, half-day, extended half day or full-day, one or two-year program for the child turning 5 or 6 years old during the year. In the                         
Kindergarten, the teachers gently lead the child across the bridge from home to school, laying a strong, healthy foundation for the                     
academic program that begins in First Grade.  The Kindergarten program is partially funded by Jeffco. 
 
Kindergarten Program Options and Cost  
Mountain Phoenix offers the following program options. For current pricing, see ECE contract. 

 
● Kinder 5 Full Days 8:30-3:15  
● Kinder 5 Extended Half Days 8:30-12:30  
● Kinder 5 Half Days 8:30-11:05  (paid for by state funding)   

Tuition 
A non-refundable deposit of $50 and a signed contract are required within one week of accepting an enrollment spot for the following year.                       
By the end of May prior to the beginning of the year of enrollment, families are asked to pay one month of tuition in order to secure their                            
child’s spot. Then, they are asked to arrange nine (9) monthly automatic payments to MPCS, on the first day of each month, beginning                       
August 1 and ending April 1.  
 
If tuition is not paid on time or the payment does not go through due to insufficient funds, Mountain Phoenix will require payment no later                         
than the 15th of the month (including applicable bank fees). The school reserves the right to move a student to half-day kindergarten if                       
payment is not made by the 15th of the month or terminate enrollment for preschool students.  
 
Tuition Relief 
In the case where a family is experiencing a temporary financial hardship, the family may apply for tuition relief by contacting the Director                       
of Enrichment and Student Support. 
 
HISTORY 
 
Original: Approved by the Governing Council on February 28, 2018.  
Revised July 14, 2019 to change “Director of Operations” to “Director of Enrichment and Student Support.” 
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